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God Prepared the Fish
God prepared the fish not to destroy Jonah, but as a womb to meet him

and birth new life.

N.E.W. Seminary Jonah 1:17 · Jonah 2:1 · Jonah 4:6–8

S O V E R E I G N  A P P O I N T M E N T

God Prepares Beforehand

God Prepared (Manah) a Great Fish

T H E  PAT T E R N  O F  P R E PA R AT I O N  I N

J O N A H

Chapter 1: Great Wind · Great Storm · Huge Fish

Chapter 4: Plant · Worm · Scorching Wind · Blazing Sun

God is the Sovereign Ruler of nature and

history, preparing circumstances to

awaken His servant.

T H E  T U R N I N G  P O I N T  I N  T H E  D E P T H S

Not a Tomb, but a Womb
Jonah 1:17 · Masculine Fish (Dag)

The great creature appointed to

swallow Jonah in the sea

Jonah 2:1 · Feminine Fish (Dagah)

The belly functions as a womb

giving birth to new life

Three Days and Three Nights: An Incubator of

Rebirth

Spiritual Death

Resurrected Life

Vomited onto dry land to walk in renewed obedience (Jonah 2:10)

C O V E N A N T  P R I V I L E G E

The Sanctuary of Prayer

Jonah Prayed to the Lord His God

Bedrock of prayer: calling on a personal covenant God

(Jonah 2:1)

H A R D S H I P  A S  G O D ' S  M E E T I N G

G R O U N D

In distress, Jonah cried out and God heard from the depths

God responds first to our being, like a mother hearing an

infant's cry

Every trial is a prepared space: an

environment God ordains to bring us to

the throne of grace.
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Three Days and Three Nights
Three days and three nights mark a time when the self dies and the new

must come forth.

N.E.W. Seminary Genesis 22:1–14 · Exodus 3:18 · Exodus 19:1–6 · Jonah 1:17–2:10 · Matthew 12:39–40

T H E  PAT T E R N  O F  T H R E E  D A Y S  A N D  T H R E E  N I G H T S

-2000 BC -1500 -1000 -500 0 BC

Abraham at Mount Moriah: Three-day journey to surrender Isaac, the death of self (Genesis 22:4)
c. 2000 BC

Israel at Sinai: Three days shedding slavery for God's treasure (Exodus 3:18; 19:5)
c. 1446 BC

Jonah in the Fish: Three days dying to self in prayer (Jonah 1:17–2:10)
c. 8th c. BC

Jesus Christ: Three days and nights in the tomb, fulfilling the sign of Jonah in resurrection (Matthew 12:39–40)
c. AD 33
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Praying to His God
Jonah prayed to the Lord his God, showing that true prayer rests upon a

personal covenant relationship.

N.E.W. Seminary Jonah 2:1 · Jonah 2:6

“From inside the belly of the fish, Jonah prayed to the Lord his God.”, Jonah 2:1

T H E  V O I D  O F  N O  R E L AT I O N S H I P

Mere Intellectual Knowledge

The Atheist’s Dilemma

No one to address in awe · No refuge in distress

T H E  C O V E N A N T  B A S E L I N E

“The Lord His God” · “Lord My
God”

A Child Running to Parents

Personal covenant privilege · Boldness in the depths

T H E  A S S U R A N C E  O F  A N  A N S W E R

God Responds to Our Being

The Babbling Infant Analogy

Heard before we speak · Answered according to

who we are


