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Study guide

Core Truth

God sovereignly uses human failure and rebellion to extend His redeeming grace to outsiders,

transforming pagan panic into true, reverent worship.

Key Verse

"Then they cried out to the Lord, 'Please, Lord, do not let us perish for taking this

man's life. Do not hold us accountable for shedding innocent blood, for you, Lord,

have done as you pleased.'", Jonah 1:14 (NIV)

Background Notes

1. The Mediterranean Storm: The Hebrew text in Jonah 1:4 personifies the ship as

"thinking" or "reckoning" to break apart under a violent wind hurled directly by Yahweh.

This was not meteorological chance, but an intentional divine summons.

2. Pagan Superstition vs. Yahweh's Covenant: Polytheistic sailors worshiped localized

territorial deities and used divination (casting lots) to diagnose divine wrath. When Jonah

named Yahweh as Creator of heaven, sea, and land, their localized fear shifted into cosmic

dread.

3. Chatar (Digging the Sea): In Jonah 1:13, the Hebrew verb translated "rowed hard" is

chatar, meaning "to dig through" or "shovel." The crew strained against the water as

though trying to excavate dry earth, fighting futility against God's purpose.

4. Rejection of Human Sacrifice: In ancient maritime folklore, sailors threw victims

overboard to appease bloodthirsty sea gods. The sailors in Jonah 1:14 explicitly prayed to

Yahweh to clear them of innocent blood, proving they recognized Him not as a capricious

demon, but as the righteous, sovereign Judge.



Discussion Questions

1. Understanding the Text: Why did throwing cargo off the deck fail to solve the ship's crisis

in Jonah 1:5? What does Jonah's deep sleep reveal about his spiritual state?

2. Understanding the Text: How did the sailors' fear evolve throughout chapter 1 (compare

verses 5, 10, and 16)? What caused this transformation?

3. Exploring the Heart: In verse 13, the sailors rowed with all their strength to reach land

instead of obeying Jonah's revelation. When have you relied on your own moral instincts

or good intentions instead of submitting to God's clear Word?

4. Personal Application: Pastor Kim spoke about leaving the "brackets" empty in prayer

rather than asking God to sign off on our solutions. What problem in your life are you

currently trying to solve with your own common sense?

5. Deeper Surrender: What is the "Jonah" buried deep within your heart today: a stubborn

grudge, religious pride, or an evasion of God's call? What would it look like to cast it

overboard in faith this week?

WhatsApp Phone Summary

When life's storms strike, human expertise, panic, and self-reliance only spin us in circles. God

pursues us relentlessly to strip away our self-righteousness, teaching us to lay down our oars

and submit to His sovereign will. Today, cast out the stubborn pride hidden in your heart and let

your fear of the storm become reverent worship of the King.

"Then they cried out to the Lord... 'for you, Lord, have done as you pleased.'", Jonah

1:14 (NIV)

Teaching outline

The Hound of Heaven and the Salvation of the Outsiders

Main Passage: Jonah 1:4–17

The Big Idea: God sovereignly turns human rebellion into an avenue of saving grace,

transforming panic-stricken outsiders into genuine worshipers.



Movement 1: The Divine Pursuer and the Miracle of Grace

Key Scripture: Jonah 1:4–5; Romans 11:30–31

Truth: God acts as the Hound of Heaven, pursuing His rebellious servant with relentless

storms of severe mercy. Just as modern medicine turns unintended side effects into

lifesavers, God turned Jonah's flight and Israel's stumbling into the salvation of Gentile

outsiders.

Illustration / Insight: Botox and weight-loss drugs were discovered by accident through

unintended side effects; similarly, the sailors received salvation through Jonah's failure.

Visual: Visual 1 (Title Card), Visual 3 (The Mystery of Grace)

Movement 2: The Futility of Instinct and Human Coping

Key Scripture: Jonah 1:5–7; Mark 4:37–39

Truth: When facing a God-ordained storm, human expertise, maritime training, and

superstitious bargaining cannot rescue us. Lightening the ship while the root problem

sleeps below deck leaves us spinning in circles.

Illustration / Insight: Professional fishermen on Galilee exhausted all their techniques

before waking Jesus. True spiritual training is leaving the brackets blank before God rather

than demanding He sign our answers.

Visual: Visual 2 (Jonah 1:4–5 Scripture Card), Visual 4 (Spiritual Journey)

Movement 3: Shattering the Idol of Human Conscience

Key Scripture: Jonah 1:11–13; James 3:1

Truth: Morality and clean conscience are often humanity's last stronghold against divine

revelation. When told to throw Jonah overboard, the crew tried harder on moral grounds,

frantically rowing against God's sovereign tide.

Illustration / Insight: The Hebrew word chatar means digging into the sea as if shoveling

dirt. It is like swimming with all your strength against ocean breakers and moving nowhere.

Visual: Visual 5 (Chatar: Straining at the Oars)

Movement 4: Surrender, Radical Obedience, and Holy Awe

Key Scripture: Jonah 1:14–16; Luke 1:38

Truth: Genuine prayer begins when human efforts fail and we surrender to Yahweh's

sovereign pleasure. True obedience casts out the hidden rebellion, leading from terror of

the storm into holy reverence, sacrifice, and vows.



Illustration / Insight: The sailors did not offer a pagan human sacrifice to appease a

capricious sea god (like Shimcheong); they submitted to Yahweh's sovereign will ("You do

as You please").

Visual: Visual 6 (The Sailors' Prayer), Visual 7 (True Worship)

Closing Call to Response

Identify the Jonah buried in the hold of your heart: the self-righteousness, stubbornness, or

bitter evasion of God's call. Lay down your oars of self-reliance, surrender your will to the Father,

and present your life as an offering of reverent worship.
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